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In 'Ai^ foreign geographical names 

a sounds always like a in father =a (a long), or 

=a, S (a short); 
nearly always 



always 



nearly always 



a in fat 
a in fate = 
e in met = 
i in marine: 
i in pin 
o in note 
o in not 
oo in room 
u in bullet 



:e, «; 

=i. 
=1, \: 
=6, 
=6, 6; 
=0, 
=u, ti. 



=:vowel long ; '=vowel short, but accented ; "= vowel not accented. 

(Baden) 
Hartford 



a= Montana 

a=Charleston 

e=(Maryland) 



e= Fredericksburg 
i=(Greendale) 
i=Middletown 
&= Dakota 
6=R6ckford 
u= (Liverpool) 
u=Lake Stiperior 
* rather Ltindun. 



Santiago 

Caracas 

Montevideo 

Cayenne 

Lima 

Quito 

Bogota 

Orin6co 

Angostura 

Acapulco 



Hastings 

Sheffield 

(Leeds) 

Bristol 

Holywell 

* London 

(Siracusa) 

(Cuxhafen) 



Strassburg 

Halle 

Bremen 

Breslau 

Berlin 

Linz 

Rome 

Bonn 

Jura 

Ulm. 



GREEK ALPHABET.— LATIN CHARACTERS, 

abgd^zethiklmnx6pr s-s typhchpso 

5i6 
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ABrdEZHdIKAMNSOnPITr0X W Q 
ABGDE ZEThlKLM NXOP RS TYPhChPsO 

The Latin vowels a, e, i, and u have always the sound as 
given above (long or short). 

The Greek a and c, = the Latin a and i ; — )j '= e, £ = e, 
io = 6, 0=6 ; — o'j = u ; — u, y = i in marine, j = y conso- 
nant. 

ac, ae ; et, ei = i in pine ; au, au = ou in house ; sy, eu = oy 
in buoyance. 

;', g, r, G sounds like g in girl ; ?? ^ = th in thin ; f , x, S, 
X ^ X in axe ; f, ^= ph in phenomenon ; — ■)[, X, ch, Ch has 
not a corresponding sound in English ; it sounds as a strongly 
aspirated h = ch. 

The Greek yy = ng, yx = nk. 

' = sharp sound ; ' = sharp sound, but muffled ; "^ = long 
sound ; ' = h {fiju = hemi) ; ' is mute (or inaudible). 

"Ayco^ (holy), vijffoc (island), /isyo^ (great) ; vpca (three) !^covrj 
(girdle), ttoi/toi; (sea) ; — jSoii; (ox)> ^'J^^'l (g^^te). 

Zfoipa (sphere), rJTrsifioz (continent ; vaDc (ship), £u?«voc 
(hospitable). 

Frj (earth), d-tpfw^ (warm), at? (goat), xefalrj (head); — y^aA- 
x6^ (copper, metal). 

HTpoyytiXo; (round), dyxcou (elbow). 

Geographical names are easily impressed on the mem- 
ory, if their meaning is known ; not all of them, but a 
great, many, can be explained. 

The word geography is derived from the Greek lan- 
guage ; the Greek fq meaning the earth, and ypafscv= 
to describe; hence geography = description of the 

EARTH. 

The Greek a<paipa (Latin sphaerd) means a ball, 
sphere, and {^u half. From these we have the word 
HEMISPHERE for HALF THE GLOBE and we speak of the 
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eastern and the western, the northern, and the southern 
hemispheres. 

From the Latin globus, a globe, and planus, fiat, or 
plain, is formed the compound planiglobe, which is 
appHed by some to a representation of the hemisphere 
on a fiat surface. 

In most ancient times the nations discriminated two 
halves of the earth ; — the Assyrian assu means sun- 
rising, and AsiA=LAND of the sun-rising, or land of 
the east, the Orient ; — the Phoenician ^r^(5=: (darkness 
or) sun-set ; from this is derived Europe=:land of the 
SUN-SET, or land of the west, the Occident. 

EUROPE. 

BALKAN PENINSULA. 

Greek : jrwrof (Latin pontus) = sea, Tzbpoz^=ford, 
v/^aoz^^island, y^spaovrjaoz (ch.&rsonesviS)^=^pemnsula, ^neipoc 
:=continent, i<T<?/i6c = (throat), isthmus, opoi;^:^mo7int, Tiora- 
fi6z=-river, nbhz^^city, Ttbh) (and pi. TzuXcu)=gate, door ; 
'EpiifjZ^^god Mercury, 'Aprs/uz^^the goddess Diana ; — 
b -Amov (gen. ro~j ■KOvbz)^^dog, ^ouz (gen. ^obz)^^ox, cow, 
acq (gen. alxbz)^^goat ; — yalxbz^^ copper (metal) ; — xsfokrj 
(pi. xsfaXai)=head, xux/Loi; (cyc[us)= circle, (environs) ; 
vixtj^^victory . 

pLsyaz (fem. ptsydk/j, neut. ps-(a)=^great, depiibz^^taarm^ 
d^tcvoz=^inhospitable, eoqstpoz=^ hospitable, (i'(ioz^= holy , sa- 
cred, — ■^=zthe (fem. sing.), al=:the (fem. pi.) ; Tpia=^ 
three ; — npb =: before, in front. 

The ancient name of the Black Sea Tlbvxoz "A^ttvoz, 
=.the inhospitable sea, was changed, after many Greek 
colonies had been founded on its coasts, into IIovtoz 
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Euhipo;, Latin Pontus Euxinus=:the hospitable sea ; 
— Bosporus^:" Oxford," or cow-ford, so called because 
the fabulous lo was said to have crossed it as a cow ; — 
Propontis, named from its position in front of the 
Black Sea, as well as of the ^gean ; — Hellespont^ 
SEA OF Helle, because here, according to tradition, 
Helle fell into the water and was drowned; — Kyklades 
(the Latin Cj/f/aflfe^)^: islands of the circle, so named 
because they encompass the " holy island of Delos ; " 
— THE Thracian Chersonesus=the Thracian penin- 
sula, so called in distinction from the Cimmerian Cker- 
sonesus, or the modern peninsula of the Crimea ; Pelo- 
ponnesus=the island {or peninsula) of Pelops, who 
landed there from Asia. 

Epirus=the continent, as opposed to the neigh- 
boring Ionian Islands ; Cape Artemisium=cape {with 
a temple^ of the goddess Diana ; — Mount Athos was 
called the hagion orgs or sacred mountain ; — kynos- 
kephalai (Latin Cynoscephal(s)^=T>OG's heads (two 
ranges of hills having this appearance); Battle, 197 B. 
C; — Thermopyl^=the gate of the warm springs; — 
AiGOSPOTAMOSr=GOAT RIVER ; — \smu\3S of Corinth (isth- 
mus, in English). 

ConstaNtinople=:city OF CoNSTANTiNE (the Great), 
who made it his capital, A. D. 330 ; — Adrianople= 
CITY OF Hadrian, Roman Emperor, 117 to 138 A. D. ; 
— Philippopolis=:city OF Philip ; it was founded by 
Philip I. of Macedon, who reigned from 359 to 336 B. 
C; — NicopoLi (in Bulgaria) = city of victory ; — Me- 
galopolis {fj t^sydkyj 3T6;vrc) = THE GREAT CITY ; — HerMOPO- 

Lis (on the Island of Syra)=ciTY of Hermes; — Tripo- 
LTZZA^THREE CITIES, SO Called from its being colonized 
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by inhabitants of three cities ; — Pylos=the door, or 
entrance, a considerable port of the Peloponnesus ; — 
Chalcis=:city OF COPPER, or city of ore ; — The inhabi- 
tants of this city, which was on the Island of Euboea, 
founded colonies in Thrace, and these were called Chal- 
cidian cities (««' Xahudaal nohcz). From these cities the 
peninsula Chalkidike (Latin Chalcidice^ took its name. 
From the word /ewoc, which means white, was derived 
the name of the Island of Leuca^'^niT'E stone, so 
called from the lime-stone rocks on its coasts ; from this 
word is also derived the name of Leuctra:=the white 
CITY ; — /i£r«TOv= FOREHEAD, front ; hence Cape Mata- 
PAN, the most southerly headland of Greece ; — XdiiTrscv = 
to shine. From this verb is taken the name of Olympus 
= the shining mountain, its summit being covered 
during a great part of the year with snow ; — dxryj^^cr 
steep coast, and hence Attica, formerly M;fr^;f:y= coast- 
land ; — iiavxt(;^^seer, prophet ; navrsiov^oracle, and Man- 
TiNEA^PLACE OF ORACLE; Tcap&svoi;-=virgin ; the Par- 
thenon (in Athens) :=M^ house, or the temple, of the 
VIRGIN GODDESS Athene ; — m7:ap(aao!;-=cypress; Cyperis- 
sia:= place of CYPRESSES; hence Gulf of Cyperissia 
(also named Gulf of Arcadia) ; — oluvd^ocir^fig ; Olyn- 
iYiVS=^ the place, or city, of figs; — vaui;^=ship ; Nau- 
PLiA= PLACE OF ships; — vaunr^ysiv^ to build ships ; and 
Naupactus, now in an Italian corruption Lepanto, means 
A PLACE OF SHIP-BUILDING or a dockyard; — a;fjooc= the high- 
est ; and Acropolis was the citadel, the highest point of 
the fortified city , — nlarbz means broad, or flat; and 
Plataea, therefore, is equivalent, to "the broad field ; " 
:to sow, or to scatter ; from this verb is de- 

*These are now held to be uncertain. 
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rived the name of Sparta=the scattered city, con- 
sisting of four or five open places. — The Sporades, or 
SCATTERED ISLANDS, have. the same derivation. 

Doubt is now thrown on the derivation of the word 
Salamis from the Phoenician salam, peace. 

Cape Kolonnaes (formerly Cape Suniuni) — cape of 
PILLARS ; on the highest point of this headland thirteen 
pillars of the ancient temple of Athene are to be seen ; 
— Megalokastro=the great castle (on the Island of 
Candia). 

Latin : ierra=^eatth, land, and me dius^^ middle ; from 
these is formed the name of the Mediterranean Sea, 
from being, as it were, in the middle of the land ; — 
marmor^=marble ; Marmora is an island famous for its 
MARBLE quarries ; hence Sea of Marmora ; — from 
palatium, a royal residence, or castle, comes the name 
of Spalato, in Dalmatia. 

Italian: mdnte=^mountain ; negro^^black ; sdnto-=- 
holy, sacred. 

Mount Athos (the Greek Hagion Oros) is also named 
Monte Santo=the holy mountain, or sacred moun- 
tain ; — Montenegro=the black mountain (" Black " 
here means rocky, or sterile). 

Slavic: gora = mount ; — -grad^ castle ; — belny ^^wh ite; 
— tscherny ■= black. 

The principality of Montenegro is called by the Slaves 
Tschernagora, or the black mountain ; — Belgrade^ 

THE white castle. 

Turkish : bdlkan-=mountains, dagh^^mountains ; — pu 
= river ; — seray :^palace, residence ; — kara := black. 

Balkan = mountains ; and the Balkan Peninsula \%, 
therefore, the mountainous peninsula ; — Karadagh:= 
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THE BLACK MOUNTAINS (" Black " meaning sterile) ; — 

KaRAPU=:THE black RIVER. 

The palace, or residence of the Sultan in Constanti- 
nople takes the name of Seray, or Serail. Near the 
spring- of the river of Bosna the Turks founded Bosna 
Seray = THE Bosnian residence, now in a Slavic form 
Serajewo. 

RuMiLi (Jioumelia) means the country of the men 
OF Rum (so the Turks called the Greeks living in those 
parts) ; Roumuni (^ViTs\z.m2Si%)^^ Romans, whose tongue 
is very like Latin ; — Rumania=country of the Rom- 
ans ; — Salonica is an abbreviation of Thessalonica, 
the name given to the place by Cassander in honor of his 
wife, sister of Alexander the Great. 

'^Accentuation : Zacyntho, Rhodope Mountains, Tay- 
getus, Herzegovina, Galata, Janina, Patras, Scutari. 

ITALY. 

In the Italian geographical names the vowels a, e, i, o, 
and u have always the sounds, as given on page 516. 

The consonants sound much as in English, but *^ 
before a, o and u is to be sounded like k ; — ** if c is to 
have the sound of k before e and i, an h (which is mute) 
must be inserted ; che=ke ; chi=ki. 

f f sounds before e and i like ch in charm ; — ff if c is 
to have the sound of ch before a, o and u, an i is to be 
inserted; cia:=cha, cio=cho, ciu=:chu. 

It is the same with the letter g ; g like g in girl, or like 
j in John. — Therefore : 

k: ca, che, chi, co, cu, ; ch: cia, ce, ci, cio, ciu. 

g: ga, ghe, ghi, go, gu ; /.- gia, ge, gi, gio, giu. 
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gl is pronounced like li in pavilion, and ng like ni in 
union ; sc — sh, zz — ts. 

Now, the following, like other Italian geographical 
names, will be easily pronounced with correctness : 

Carrara, Malta, Spoleto, Palermo ; Torino, Brfndisi ; 
Ancona, Campo Formio ; Siracusa, Abruzzo. 

Cremona, Capri, IschlS, Como, Custozza ; — Vercelli, 
Civita Vecchia, Ajdccio. 

Gran Sasso, Monte Gargano, Lago di Como, Gdcts- 
tdlla ; — Perugia, Adige, Lago Maggi6re. 

Cagliari; Legnano; Scirocco (the hot wind); Abriizzo. 

Italian : isola^island, riviera^ coast, monte^moun- 
tain, lago^^lake, candle^=canal, citta, or civita^city, villa 
^village; sdsso^rock, v^nto^wind ; chidve^key ; le- 
vdnte=-east, pon^nte=^west ; gran, grdnde^great , mag- 
gidre^=^greater, rot6ndo=-round, vdcchio (fern, vecchia) = 
old, nuovo^^new, franco^free, bello=beautiful ; — spar- 
tire^to divide ; — di=^of (gen.). 

IsoLA Bellas THE beautiful island (lying in the 
Lago Maggiore) ; — Cape Spartivento=the wind di- 
viding cape ; — Monte Rotondo (on the Island of Cor- 

sica) = THE ROUND MOUNTAIN; MoNTE NuOVO = THE 

new MOUNTAIN (it is formed of ejected masses, which 
were thrown up at the time of the eruption of Vesuvius, in 
1538 A. D.) ; — Gran Sasso (d'Italia) = the great 
ROCK (of Italy), the highest pinnacle in the Abruzzo ; 
— Lago Maggiore=the greater lake ; — Lago di Como 
^'LKK^ (of the city) of Como; — Canale Grande (in- 
Venice) = the grand canal. 

Riviera di Levante=the eastern coast; — Riviera 
DI Ponente=the western coast (the coast on the Gulf 
of Genoa). 
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CiVITA VECCHIA=:THE OLD CITY ; VlLLAFRANCA=: 

THE FREE VILLAGE, lying southward of Verona (cessation 
of arms on the nth of July, 1859, ^- D.) ; — Chiavenna 
= KEY-CASTLE (it Commands the highway over the pass 
of Splugen). 

Greek : op (io(;— harbor, port ; Ttbhz=-city; apa>v=elbow, 
angle ; ^dyxhj^ sickle, 8pina%ia=:sickle ; — vsoz (fern. vsa) = 
new, dxpoz^pointed, azpoycuXoq (fem. at poyyoh^)^^ round, 
Xcnapo!;^^{dit ; Ttat; (fem. Ttdaa, neut. Tzav)^all ; r|Ofa^three. 

Sicily was formerly named Trinakria=the three- 
pointed island (from its form); — Strongyle, now Strom- 
BOLi=THE ROUND z!y/a««' (it consists of a single conical 
mountain) ; — Lipari Islands=the fat islands (so 
called because the ancient inhabitants sold large quanti- 
ties of alum and sulphuric salts). 

Panormus, now Vai.y.^uo^^ (all-harbor^, convenient 
HARBOR (so named from the wide gulf there) ; — Zankle 
=:city OF sickle (the harbor is surrounded by a sickle- 
shaped neck of land) ; after the immigration of the 
Messenians from the Peloponnesus the ancient name 0/ 
this city was changed into Messana, now Messina ; — 
Drepanum, now Trapani=city of sickle (so called 
from the face of the peninsula, on which it is situated) ; 
— Neapolis, now Naples (the Italian Napolt)^=^T:}iY. new 
city; — ANCONA=(//^tfw), ANGLE (from its position in 
an angle of the coast ; Greeks from Syracuse settled in 
this place, in 380 B. C.). 

0Xsypscv^t.o burn, ^>i£7'joar«= place of burning; hence 
the Phlegr^an Fields, west of Naples, with extin- 
guished volcanoes and hot sulphur-springs. 

Latin : w^;«^= mountain, montium (gen. pl)=(3/ the 
mountains ; — campus^plain, fios (pi. ^or&s)^fiower — 
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pes^^foot, pede (abl.)=t?;? the foot, ostzum^(ga.te), 
mouth ; — evdntus^^event ; — bene=-well, — male^:^badly ; — 
placere=to please ; — cis^^on this side. 

Campania=the plain country ; Pedemontium, now 
Piedmonts (M« country) at the foot of the mountains, 
— Northern Italy received from the Romans the name 
of Gallia cisalpina, or Gallia on this side of the 
Alps (it was inhabited by Gauls). 

OsTiA=ciTY AT THE MOUTH (so Called from its former 
position at the mouth of the Tiber) ; — Florentia, now 
Florence=city of flowers; — Beneventum, now Bene- 
VENTO=GOOD EVENT (the Original name ol Maleventum, 
or bad event, was changed into Beneventum- after the 
victory of the Romans over Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, in 
275 B. C.) ; — Placentia, now Piacenza= place, or city of 
PLEASURE (so Called from its delightful situation). 

Emilia takes its name from the via Emilia, the 
high-way built by the Roman Censor ^milius Lepidus, 
in 186 B. C. 

Augusta : Many cities were named in honor of the 
Emperor Augustus; — Augusta Prcetoria, now Aosta, or 
Augusta of the Pretorians, the imperial life-guard, was 
founded as a colony of veterans, in 25 B. C. — Augusta 
Taurinorum, now Turin ^Augusta in the country of 
the Taurini. 

Cb'ltic : pen^:^ mountain ; hence the Apennines = 

THE mountains. 

Etruria took its name from the Etruscans, and is 
now known as Tuscany — Lombardy=the country of 
THE Lombards, who conquered Upper Italy, in 568 
A. D. — Alessandria, founded A. D. 11 70, was named 
in honor of /b/^ Alexander III. {To be continued.) 



